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State of forests



Key Facts and Figures

 170 M ha (37% of EU land or  France, Poland, Spain 
and Finland combined)

 Malta (<0.1%) -> Finland 74%



 500 M m3 wood 
harvested/year 

 Economic 
output: 55.8 kM
EUR/year, 4.5 
million jobs

Economic 
importance



• Capturing  13% of 
CO2 emissions

• Key for the 
sustainability of: 
biodiversity, 
water and soil  

Moch more than 
wood



• Recreation, health, 
aesthetic beauty,… 

Social importance



Trends



Challenges and Threats



Climate change 
impacts

• increased fires, droughts, 
pests. 

• increased damages 

• decreasing CO2 storage 
capacity



• intensive forest 
management (promotion 
of selected tree species)

• socioeconomic Pressures
(agriculture, 
urbanization, and land-
use conflicts)

Biodiversity loss



Responses and Opportunities



Policy and governance efforts



Restoration and afforestation



3 billion trees initiative

Under the European Green 
Deal, the EU Biodiversity 
Strategy for 2030 commits 
to planting at least 3 billion 
additional trees in the EU 
by 2030



Circular  Bioeconomy

A new economic 
paradigm



Future directions



• Proactive Adaptation 
and Mitigation: 
integrating climate 
change adaptation into 
forest policies and 
management.

• Rethinking Economic 
Models: forestry 
practices, valuing 
ecosystem services, and 
building resilient 
landscapes.



• key for guiding 
adaptation and 
mitigation

Research and 
international 
cooperation



Conclusion

Do we need 
forests?

Do forests need 
us?
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